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SESSION 8

HOW WILL GOD FINISH
HIS RESCUE PLAN?

QUESTION: HOW WILL GOD FINISH HIS RESCUE PLAN?

. SURVEY OF KEY PASSAGES

GENESIS 1:27-28

So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over
every living creature that moves on the ground.”

Big Idea: God'’s original purpose and design for mankind was to live a
blessed, physical, and spiritual life on earth.

GENESIS 12:1-3
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land | will show you.”

2“] will make you into a great nation,
and | will bless you;

| will make your name great,

and you will be a blessing.

3| will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you | will curse;
and all peoples on earth

will be blessed through you.”

Big Idea: God’s work in redemption is bringing all nations back to His
original blessing.

ISAIAH 65:17

“See, | will create

new heavens and a new earth.

The former things will not be remembered,
nor will they come to mind.”

Big Idea: God will recreate both heaven and earth.



DANIEL 2:44

“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never
be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms
and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever.”

Big Idea: All human governments will fail, and God will rule the earth forever.

DANIEL 12:2-3

“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life,
others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise will shine like
the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like
the stars for ever and ever.”

Big Idea: All of the dead will be resurrected, but with different destinies.

JOEL 2:30-32

“I will show wonders in the heavens
and on the earth,

blood and fire and billows of smoke.

$'The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.

32 And everyone who calls

on the name of the LORD will be saved;
for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be deliverance,

as the LORD has said,

even among the survivors

whom the LORD calls.”

Big Idea: God will come in judgment of sin, and only those who call on the
Lord will be saved.

THE LAST DAYS

MATTHEW 24:4-8

Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. ® For many will come in
my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah, and will deceive many. © You will hear of
wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must
happen, but the end is still to come. ” Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. & All
these are the beginning of birth pains.”

Big Idea: False messiahs, wars, and natural disasters are normal parts of
life until Jesus returns.



70

MATTHEW 24:9-14

“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will
be hated by all nations because of me. '° At that time many will turn away from the
faith and will betray and hate each other, "and many false prophets will appear
and deceive many people. ? Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of
most will grow cold, ¥ but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. “And
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to
all nations, and then the end will come.”

Big Idea: Persecution, disappointment, and defeat will go with great advances
of the Gospel until Jesus returns, but the Gospel will go out to all nations!

2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-4

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him,
we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by
the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or
by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. 3Don’t let anyone
deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. * He will
oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped,
so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.

Big Idea: Before the end, a figure will rise who will oppose God and
personify evil and rebellion.

THE RETURN OF CHRIST

MATTHEW 24:22-29

“If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of
the elect those days will be shortened. 22 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look,
here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!" do not believe it. 2* For false messiahs and
false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect. 2° See, | have told you ahead of time.

26“So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness, do not go out; or,
‘Here he is, in the inner rooms,” do not believe it. 2 For as lightning that comes
from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
28Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.

2°“Immediately after the distress of those days
“‘the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from the sky,

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.”

Big Idea: When Jesus returns, it will be big and obvious, so do not be
deceived by other claims.



REVELATION 19:11-16

| saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider
is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. ? His eyes are
like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him
that no one knows but he himself. ®He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and
his name is the Word of God. “The armies of heaven were following him, riding on
white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. *® Coming out of his mouth
is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an
iron scepter.” He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.
®On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written:

KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Big Idea: At Jesus’ second coming He will return as Warrior, King, and
Judge to bring justice and rule to earth.

ACTS 1:6-11
Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going
to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set
by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.”

® After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.

©They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them. "“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

Big Idea: Jesus will return visibly, coming down from the heavens.

THE RESURRECTION

ROMANS 8:18-23

| consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that
will be revealed in us. ®For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children
of God to be revealed. ?° For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its
own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope ?'that the creation
itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom
and glory of the children of God.

22\We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth
right up to the present time. 2Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the
redemption of our bodies.

Big Idea: What we now experience in Christ is only a taste of what is to
come when all creation will be restored.
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1 CORINTHIANS 15:51-53

Listen, | tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—
52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. % For the
perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.

Big Idea: At the resurrection, those who have died will be resurrected and
those who have not will be transformed into resurrection bodies.

1 CORINTHIANS 3:13-15

..their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It
will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work.
“1f what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. *®If it is burned
up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one
escaping through the flames.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may
receive what is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.

Big Idea: Our salvation is entirely by grace through faith, but our deeds
done in life will still be assessed at the judgment seat and rewarded.

1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who
sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no
hope. " For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that
God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. ® According to the
Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of
the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. ' For the Lord
himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
7 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
® Therefore encourage one another with these words.

Big Idea: We have the hope that we will be reunited with loved ones again
when Jesus gathers His followers to Himself.



THE MILLENIUM

REVELATION 20:1-6

And | saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and
holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who
is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. ®He threw him into the
Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations
anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a
short time.

4] saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge.
And | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony
about Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast
or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They
came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. °(The rest of the dead did
not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection.
5Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second death
has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign
with him for a thousand years.

Big Idea: Jesus’ Second Coming brings victory and peace in His
Kingdom-reign.

ETERNITY

REVELATION 21:1-8

Then | saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2| saw the Holy City, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. 3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look!
God'’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. *‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

®He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he
said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

%He said to me: “It is done. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the
End. To the thirsty | will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life.
”Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and | will be their God and they will
be my children. & But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the
sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will
be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

Big Idea: When Jesus returns, He will create a new home for believers
to remain with Him forever while those who reject Him will be cast out
forever.
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SUMMARY OF BIBLICAL TRUTH

God will finish the rescue plan that He started.

2. Jesus is our hope to put the world right.

3. We were made for earth and our forever home will be a new earth with Jesus.

4. God will judge mankind for our response to Jesus.

5. As followers in Jesus we have hope for the future and a mission for the present.

6. Jesus will return physically, visibly, and it will be unmistakable.

7. We will all be resurrected, some to eternal reward and others to eternal

punishment.

DOCTRINAL STATEMENT
of Fellowship Bible Church of Northwest Arkansas

Future

We believe that prophetic scriptures teach the imminent return of Jesus Christ.
— John 14:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17

We believe the second coming of Christ will occur in a bodily, visible manner
with great glory.
— Acts 1:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; Revelation 20:1-4

SCRIPTURE TO MEMORIZE

JOHN 14:1-4

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2My
Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would | have told you that |
am going there to prepare a place for you? *And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where |
am. *You know the way to the place where | am going.”



V. DIFFICULT QUESTIONS AND OBJECTIONS

1. How can a loving God send people to hell forever?

2. Why are there so many views about the end times?

3. Does all this really matter?

4. How can | know who the anti-christ is?

5. Will Heaven be boring?

6. Will | remember people | knew? What about remembering sad things?
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VI. APPLICATION TO LIFE

* IN WORSHIP
What should | praise God for?

* IN DISCIPLESHIP
What should | repent of? or How should | trust and obey?

+  ON MISSION
Why does this matter for lost people?



