Workshop 5 HOMEWORK:

Day 1
Go back to Colossians 2:6-15 and 16-20 and collect the Theology/Christology of those paragraphs into your notes. 

Transfer your Summary Statements for the paragraphs we worked together to your Framing Colossians Document.  

Annotate, Interrogate and Frame the Orthopraxy/Orthodoxy for the following paragraphs. (Don’t forget to mark words to study; Apples, Bananas, and Coconuts, etc…)

21-23							
 
3:1-4

3:12-17							 

[bookmark: _Hlk127453740]Write a Summary Statement for each paragraph and transfer it to the Framing Colossians Document. Be sure to go back and create that second column for Orthodoxy about worldly things if you didn’t include it in your first work.  

Day 2
Finish Annotating, Interrogating and Framing the Orthopraxy/Orthodoxy for the following paragraphs. 
(Don’t forget to mark words to study; Apples, Bananas, and Coconuts, etc…)  

3:18-4:1 

4:2-6 

Write a Summary Statement for each paragraph and transfer them to the Framing Colossians Document.  Be sure to go back and create that second column for Orthodoxy about worldly things if you didn’t include it in your first work.  

Consider all you’ve recorded in your Summary Statements on your Framing Colossians Document and see if you can explain the progression of Paul’s argument to this point. Does each paragraph support or advance Paul’s argument? 

Review Colossians again and as you read ask yourself if Paul’s focus is on the individual or the community of believers. Support your answer with proof from the text. 


How do you think that will affect the way we interpret and apply the message of this letter in our own context?  

Add the Theology/Christology of these paragraphs to your notes. 



Cont… 
Day 3
Review your Theology/Christology notes and write a Summary Statement about God, Christ, and their work as it is presented in this Letter. What picture is Paul painting? What does he want these people in this context to understand about the character and work of God/Christ? Make it simple and relatable as if you were sharing with someone who has never heard doctrinal language.
	Keep your summary within the boundaries of the information right in front of you. What does it 	say in total?  

	If you feel comfortable with your conclusions and summary, record this Theology on your 	Epistle Summary Worksheet.

Review your work of the Orthopraxy of this letter. Is there any command that you feel is limited to the people of that time/place/culture, and does not apply to believers in our modern time/place/culture?
	Explain any potential limitations.  
	

	If you feel the full list of Orthopraxy is just as applicable in our modern context, write a 	Summary Statement for that, or even compile a succinct bullet point list and record it on your 	Epistle Summary Worksheet. 
	Keep your summary within the boundaries of the information right in front of you. What does it 	say in total?  

Write and record on your Epistle Summary Worksheet a Summary Statement of the Orthodoxy of this letter. 
	Keep your summary within the boundaries of the information right in front of you. What does it 	say in total?  

Use your Orthodoxy/Orthopraxy notes and compare the Orthodoxy of the world to your Theology/Christology notes. From here, could you give a succinct summary of Paul’s overall message in this book? If you feel confident in that understanding, write a Summary of that message on your Epistle Summary Worksheet. 

Day 4
Review your Theology/Christology notes, and consider what you learned from those and from your Orthodoxy notes. From just those two lists (which will be overlapping!) can you discern the problem Paul is addressing in this letter, once and for all? The problem tells us unequivocally the purpose or Occasion for writing. At this point, it should be plain to see (at least in a general sense, though perhaps not the specific error itself) the problem the Theology is ‘speaking to’. Summarize the problem. 
	
	Review your Framing Colossians Summary Statements: do all your Summaries ‘speak to’ that 	Occasion or purpose or problem? 

	Commit to your conclusion! What is the Occasion or purpose for the Letter to the Colossians? 
	Write this on your Epistle Summary Worksheet. 

	Review the Letter and capture some of the verses that support your conclusion and include 	those as defense for your reasoning on the Epistle Summary Worksheet. 

Cont… 

[bookmark: _Hlk123566814]Day 5
Read the documents you were given during Workshop (attached) that apply to Hermeneutics.  
Begin to think through those steps as they concern your Exegesis of Colossians. 



Principles of Hermeneutics

Hermeneutics – or Contextualization. 		

	Biblical hermeneutics is the method of interpreting Scripture so we can bridge the gaps between 	modern-day readers of the Bible, its original audiences, and God as its ultimate author. 	https://www.logos.com/grow/biblical-hermeneutics-guide/
	
	…to find the contemporary relevance of ancient texts. It’s about asking questions about the 	Bible’s meaning in the “here and now.” (fee/stuart) 

	We use observation to gather data from what we see on the page – what the words mean; 	interpretation is the process we use to determine how that data is meaningful. (40 Questions, 	Mark Yarborough)

	 Biblical hermeneutics is all about finding the correct interpretation of the inspired text. The 	purpose of biblical hermeneutics is to protect us from misapplying Scripture or allowing bias to 	color our understanding of truth. https://www.gotquestions.org/Biblical-hermeneutics.html

Hermeneutics is the process by which we find the meaning and proper application of scripture after we have completed a proper exegesis. 

From How to Read (fee/stuart), you learned the basic rules for beginning Hermeneutics: 
1. A text can’t mean what it never meant to its Author or his first Audience. 
2. Whenever we share Comparable Particulars – similar specific life situations – with the first audience, God’s Word to us is the same as His Word to them. 

How to Read (fee/stuart) further identified several problems we encounter in Hermeneutics of Epistles/Letters:
1. When is it legitimate to make Extended Application to contexts beyond those that are particularly    
    comparable? 
2. How do we make legitimate application when the particulars are not comparable? 
3. How do we distinguish between matters of indifference and matters of consequence?
4. How do we distinguish between matters that are culturally bound (or culturally relevant) and those  
   that transcend their original setting and are prescriptive and normative for all Christians of all times? 
5. How do we harmonize the limited Task Theology presented in the letter with the broader Theology of   
    scripture? 

While these are problems that face each of us as we step into the role of interpreter, the solutions are often best left to scholars who have more experience and education than we do. However, that does not remove us from the responsibility of understanding these problems and attempting to address them in our own Hermeneutical work simply by following good practice. 





				


Basic Hermeneutical Steps
When you come to the end of your process of Exegesis, confront your work with these steps, answering each question presented: 

1. Understand the author’s purpose (Occasion) for writing to his specific audience in that time and context. 
	What problem (Occasion) or situation is facing the original audience?  
		
2. Consider the differences and similarities between the first audience and their specific problem or situation there-and-then, compared with the modern reader here-and-now. 
	What parts of the Occasion are culturally bound and limited to that specific people, place, time, 	society… ? 

	What parallel situations (Comparable Particulars) exist in our contemporary contexts where we 	face the same basic problem or situation?  	 

3. What is the Theological Principle(s) of this text? 
	Restate the Theology that the Author presents in this text to ‘answer’ the problem.   
		Is the ‘answer’ timeless and applicable to all people, everywhere, and always? Explain. 

		Is the ‘answer’ limited and specific to those people, that place, that problem there-and-			then? How? 

4. What is the Orthopraxy that results from that Theology or Orthodoxy? What is the reader to do, because of the Theological truths presented? 
		Is the ‘answer’ timeless and applicable to all people, everywhere, and always? Explain. 
		
		Is the ‘answer’ limited and specific to those people, that place, that problem there-and-			then? How? 

5. How, then, should a modern believer apply (Extended Application) the Theological Principle(s) and Orthopraxy to their own lives: 
	When all things are Comparable, the message means the same now as it meant then! 
	
	When all things are NOT COMPARABLE, we adopt the timeless Theological Principle behind the 	Orthopraxy. 
		
6. Is the application you’ve settled on entirely consistent with the rest of scripture? Scripture will never contradict itself. If your application is not wholly consistent with the rest of scripture’s teaching on this Occasion or problem, it is wrong. Revisit steps 3-5 to find your error. 

7. Make your Application specific to real-world here-and-now problems or situations. 
	How would this apply in the world at large? 
	
	How does this apply to your own life? 


Based on: Grasping God’s Word (J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hayes, Zondervan 2001, chapter 13-14) 



Steps for Framing a Paragraph of Discourse

What is the Subject of the paragraph. WHO or WHAT is being discussed primarily? (Think in terms of nouns…person, place, thing…including intangible things.)

	What is (are) the Claim(s)?  What argument is presented about the subject? What is stated as a 	fact? What does the author claim is true? Key Words: “is, are, am…” 

What is (are) the Contribution(s)? What points are given to support, defend, or prove that claim? What makes his claim true? What is the proof or method? Key words: “For, since, by, because…” 

	What is the Conclusion or the Main Idea. What is the outcome or purpose of the claim? Or what is the author’s purpose in making the claim? Key Words: “So that, to, in order to…”

EG: Colossians 1:15-20
					      SUBJECT:
				         	      The Son
CLAIMS:
Image of the Invisible God		Firstborn over all Creation		Head of the Body

CONTRIBUTIONS:
God pleased to have fullness dwell	All things created			Firstborn of dead	
					Before all things			Reconcile through Him
					All things hold together

				CONCLUSION or MAIN IDEA:
				 “So that He might have supremacy.”
Summary Statement: As the Fullness of God, the Firstborn of all creation and from the dead, Christ has supremacy over all things. 

OR: 

Subject: The Son 
Claims		 	    		Contributions 				  Conclusion
Image of God 			God was pleased to have all fullness dwell…

Firstborn of creation 	             	In (through, for) Him all things made
				Before all things
				What holds all things together 
				Through Him to reconcile all things to Him
				Made peace through His blood

Head of the Body (Church)	Beginning and firstborn of dead		      He might have supremacy 






Framing the Discourse of Colossians
Greeting – 1:1-2 Paul and Timothy greet the faithful brothers and sisters in Colossae with grace and peace from God. 

Prayer – 1:3-14
3-8 Paul and Timothy give thanks for the faith and love of the people at Colossae which they heard about in the true gospel from Epaphras, and which is bearing fruit there and in the whole world. 

9-14 Because of their faith and love which is bearing fruit, Paul and Timothy pray for continued knowledge, wisdom, and understanding, so the people may continue to live a life worthy of the Lord (fruitful, growing, enduring, patient, thankful) since they have been rescued from the dominion of darkness and are now members of the Kingdom of Light – the Kingdom of the Son who rescues, redeems, and forgives.  

Body – 1:15-4:6
1:15-20 As the Fullness of God, the Firstborn of all creation and from the dead (by the shedding of His own blood), Christ has supremacy over all things.

1:21-23 You have been rescued and reconciled by Christ’s death – continue in your faith in this. This is the gospel.  

1:24-29 

2:1-5

*2:6-15

*2:16-19 

*2:20-23

*3:1-4

*3:5-12

*3:13-17

*3:18-4:1

*4:2-6

Farewell
4:7-9 Tychicus and Onesimus will give the people at Colossae an update on the affairs of Paul and Timothy. 

10-17  Greetings from mutual friends and instructions to trade letters with Laodicea. 

Final Greeting
4:18  Paul greets them in his own hand with grace and peace. 
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