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Preface
Welcome to the first steps of a theological journey. Hopefully, over the course of the 
twelve sessions, we will gain an appreciation of the basics of what "We Believe".

Someone once said, "For God so loved the world that He didn't send a committee." With 
tongue-in-cheek, many of us can see both the humor and the point of that insight.

Another, in the same vein of humor, has declared, "For God so loved the world that He 
gave us the Bible, not a Systematic Theology Textbook" (or "We Believe" Workbook). 
Again, for those who live in the theological world, such humor can also be convicting.

Many find the study of Bible Doctrine to be dull and laborious. Yet, it need not 
be so. Doctrine, or teaching, is actually what God has revealed about Himself, life, 
mankind, the church, sin and salvation, plus so much more. To gain a strategic 
grasp of the Scriptures, one must be able to not only think through the Bible, 
but think deeply and categorically about the Bible (and what it affirms).

It is our hope that this introductory study will aid the conscientious believer 
to "study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth" (2 Tim. 2:15 KJV).

Let the journey begin!

Robert V. Cupp
BiLD Training Center

Summer, 2012

"We Believe" 1.0 …………………………………………12 one-hour sessions

"We Believe" 2.0 …………………………………………12 two-hour sessions

A final word of appreciation is in order. Thank you to Tyler Kenyon for assistance in research 
and quotable quotes. A huge round of applause to Fellowship's Communication Team.
You never cease to amaze me with your "can do" attitude.
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How to Maximize the Greatest Value of 
"We Believe" (Survey of Theology)

1.	 Attend all 12 sessions (view or listen online).

2.	 Review, several times, the outline notes and the supplemental materials within each 
session of the Workbook.

3.	 Teach someone the materials (or major theological themes) within each session of the 
Workbook.

4.	 Record further questions that you have; seek help to answer as many of these as you 
can. Don't be discouraged by the difficulty of some of the subject matter. Treat it as 
"theological gristle" and keep chewing on it (over and over).

5.	 Reflect for further study upon the supplementary materials (charts, diagrams, et al.)
      found on the left side of the open Workbook (even-numbered pages); these are provided 
	 for further thought and reflection.

Some Important Definitions
•	 Theology:  "a religious belief system about God or 

ultimate reality" (Grenz, Pocket Dictionary, 113).

•	 Theologian:  "one who seeks to understand the doctrinal basis of 
a religion…" (Erickson, Dictionary, 166); note that everyone is 
(should be) a theologian (only question is what kind: good or bad?)

•	 Doctrine:  "a belief or teaching regarding theological themes, that is, 
a tenet regarding the nature of God and his works" (Erickson, 45).

•	 Systematic Theology:  "that discipline which attempts 
to arrange the doctrinal content of scripture in a coherent 
fashion, express it in contemporary form, and relate it to 
issues of practical Christian concern." (Erickson, 163).

*Note all scriptures are from NIV 1984 Bible, unless otherwise noted.
  Emphasis added with bold and underlined text.



6

We Believe ("A Survey of Theology")

Table of Contents and Broad Outline

I.		  Prolegomena (Introduction)………………………………………………….page 13

		  A.	 Definition : Prolegomena

		  B.	 Definition : Theology

		  C.	 Other Related Definitions

		  D.	 Relationship to Other Disciplines

		  E.	 Reasons to Study Theology

		  F.	 Two Major Approaches (Systems) to Interpretation of the Scriptures

	
II.		  Bibliology (Doctrine of the Bible)……………………………………………page 27 
	
		  A.	 Revelation

		  B.	 Inspiration

		  C.	 Canonicity

		  D.	 Illumination

		  E.	 Interpretation

		  F.	 Literal (normal) Interpretation

III.		 Theology Proper (Doctrine of God)………………………………………….page 55

		  A.	 Definition

		  B.	 Existence of God

		  C.	 Nature of God

		  D.	 Primary Names of God

		  E.	 Triunity (Trinity) of God
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IV.		  Anthropology (Doctrine of Man)…………………………………………….page 95

		  A.	 Origin of Man

		  B.	 Image of God

		  C.	 Essential Nature of Man

		  D.	 Man as Male and Female

		  E.	 Fall of Mankind

V.		  Hamartiology (Doctrine of Sin)……………………………………………...page 123

		  A. 	 Definition of Sin

		  B.	 Background of Sin (Fall of Man)

		  C.	 Origin of Sin (Inherited Sin)

		  D.	 Imputation of Sin

		  E.	 Personal Sin

		  F.	 Concluding Thoughts on Sin

VI.		 Christology (Doctrine of Christ)……………………………………………..page 145

		  A.	 Identity of Christ

		  B.	 The Preincarnate Christ

		  C.	 The Incarnate Christ
	
		  D.	 Union of Deity and Humanity in Christ

		  E.	 The Kenosis ("Emptying") of Christ

		  F.	 Christ and His Sinlessness
	
		  G.	 Life of Christ

		  H.	 Death of Christ

		  I.	 Resurrection of Christ 
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VII.	  Soteriology: Part One (Doctrine of Salvation)……………………………….page 181

		  A.	 Nature of Salvation

		  B.	 Chronological Aspects of Salvation

		  C.	 Need for Salvation

		  D.	 Provision for Salvation

VIII.	 Soteriology: Part Two (Doctrine of Salvation)………………………………..page 205

		  A.	 Sweep of Salvation

		  B.	 Major Themes for Salvation

		  C.	 Benefits of Salvation

		  D.	 Application of Salvation

IX.		  Angelology (Doctrine of Angels, Satan, Demons)……………………………page 223

		  Section One: Angels
	
		  A.	 Origin of Angels

		  B.	 Nature of Angels

		  C.	 Organization of Angels

		  D.	 Number of Angels

		  E.	 Names of Angels

		  F.	 Purpose of Angels

		  Section Two: Satan

		  A.	 Reality of Satan

		  B.	 Personality of Satan

		  C.	 Identity of Satan
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		  D.	 Names of Satan

		  E.	 Nature of Satan

		  F.	 Activity of Satan

		  G.	 Defense Against Satan

		  H.	 Destiny of Satan

		  Section Three: Demons

		  A.	  Reality of Demons

		  B.	 Origin of Demons

		  C.	 Personalities of Demons

		  D.	 Properties or Demons

		  E.	 Power of Demons

		  F.	 Activities of Demons

		  G.	 Defense Against Demons

X.		  Pneumatology (Doctrine of the Holy Spirit)………………………………....page 273

		  A.	 Identity of the Holy Spirit
	
		  B.	 The Work (Ministry) of the Holy Spirit

		  C.	 The Work of the Holy Spirit in Salvation
	
		  D.	 The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

		  F.	 Other Ministries of the Holy Spirit
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XI.		  Ecclesiology (Doctrine of the Church)……………………………………….page 303

		  A.	 Definitions of the Church

		  B.	 Derivation of "Church"

		  C.	 Theological Distinctions

		  D.	 Foundation of the Church

		  E.	 Figures (Analogies or Descriptions) of the Church

		  F.	 Functions of the Local Church

		  G.	 Organization of the Church
	
XII.		 Eschatology (Doctrine of End Times)………………………………………..page 345

		  A.	 Introduction

		  B.	 Personal Eschatology

		  C.	 General Eschatology

		  D.	 Abrahamic Covenant

		  E.	 Three Primary Systems (Views) of "Last Things"

		  F.	 Pretribulational, Premillennial Order of End Times
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